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Agricultural Commission Meeting 
August 10th, 2010 

Bangs Community Center 
 

Minutes 
 
Members Present: Ruth Hazzard (chair), Wm Levine, Pat Wagner, John Thibbitts, Sally Fitz, 

Jeremy Barker-Plotkin 
Members Absent:  Jaime Tidlund-Wagner and Touria Eaton 
Non-Members Present:  Dave Ziomek, Joe Swartz 
 
Minutes:  July meeting minutes reviewed but not finalized or approved 
 
Committee Reports: 
Communication with Farmers & Community Awareness – CFCA (John T) 
John Thibbitts reported on plans for a newsletter. There was discussion on best methods for 
distribution, audience, and printing costs and postage, which will be reviewed at later meeting. 
We also discussed the mission of this sub-committee (members: Jaime Tidlund and John 
Thibbitts) and how to define its focus/purpose/audience.  It was given a new title:  CFCA -- 
“Communication with Farmers & Community Awareness.”  Its primary focus will be farmers 
(issues) with a secondary interest in general public events/info/marketing.   
TO DO:  CFCA will TRY to draft a mock newsletter for Sept. meeting. 
 
Education (Sally) 
Reviewed two items:  warrant article and its link to electronic access; Touria’s grant for farm 
project, which would connect schools with agriculture and help/educate Amherst schools to 
purchase locally.  Warrant article (proposed by John Gerber) will be discussed in September. 
 
Farmers Market Issues (Wm and Jeremy and Ruth) 
Discussion centered on the formation of a Winter Farmers Market (AWFM).  The subcommittee 
reported that several farmers from Amherst and surrounding towns have committed to sell at the 
market and had a conference call to decide several issues such as frequency, duration, and 
location.  An application to use the Amherst Middle School and run from December thru April 
on Saturdays, 10-2 has been accepted.  Dave Ziomek reported on several concrete issues related 
to using the Middle School:  there will be blackout dates; custodial will be biggest cost; snow 
cancellations will allow less flexibility; no live animals or peanuts; need to coordinate a 
contract/payment/insurance.  Michael Docter is working with the Ag Comm marketing 
subcommittee on organizing this market.  
 
Wm. raised several questions:  Thanksgiving holiday and how it will affect Amherst Farmers 
Market (AFM); how to formulate structure, rules, logistics and resolve “big” issues for new 
WFM.  Joe Swartz raised a concern that the winter market might be seen as an extension of the 
downtown Amherst farmers market.  Ruth stated that the subcommittee’s intention is to create a 
new market that is not connected to any other Amherst farmers’ market. Members expressed the 
desire to resolve conflicts among farmers regarding market access and for farmers to work 
together to avoid such conflicts in the future.  There was discussion of how to ensure that the 
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 new market is open to Amherst farmers and that there be no impression or action that excludes 
Amherst farmers.  Sally and Pat W both raised concerns that AWFM was leaning towards the 
perception of exclusivity and there was a need to let all Amherst farmers know about it by 
advocating openness to start AWFM on the right foot.  To this end, Dave Z suggested:  
email/postcards to the Ag Comm’s list of Amherst farmers, and a press release to the Amherst 
Bulletin inviting all Amherst farmers to participate.  Jeremy and Wm discussed ideas for 
involving farmers in the formation of the market structure and suggested using the Federation of 
Massachusetts Farmers Markets and the Ithaca Farmers Market as resources and holding a 
vendor meeting in the fall. 
 
TO DO:  notices to farmers; plan a meeting for structure and review other FM models; check 
space and facilities. 
 
Preservation (Pat W) 
Pat W first reported (and apologized) that she produced a “goals” document without meeting 
Wm. and Jeremy.  All three will meet before Sept. meeting to review document and other/new 
ideas, before finalizing their goals.  The goals will focus on preservation of Town owned land.  
Jeremy raised a question about privately owned APR land.  Wm. suggested using Pete Westover 
as a resource.  Pat and Ruth both expressed concern with a lack of communication with 
Conservation Commission. 
 
Other business: 
Ruth provided a detailed summary/outline of sub-committee goals for June 2010 – June 2011; to 
be reviewed in Sept.  Sally asked for each sub-com to provide clear priorities with a summarized 
work plan. 
 
Liaison structure was organized, in an effort to keep Ag Com updated with Town committees: 
Con Com (Pat W, Wm. and Jeremy); Planning Board (John T); Board of Health (Sally), SB 
(Ruth) 
 
Proposed for Sept. meeting:  Diana to speak about conflict of interest; reports on sub-com work 
plans; hawker/peddler letter and Town position; Town warrant articles 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:05 PM 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
John Thibbitts 


